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Part 1: Summary of Post et al. (2003) article
The article provides information regarding the motivation of various terrorists in carrying out terror attacks. Most Islamic terrorists are motivated by their boyhood heroes Abdullah Azzam, The radical Wahabi Islamist. Most secular terrorists had revolutionaries like Fidel Castro as their heroes. Most terrorists had some form of high school education and some had education beyond high school. The article reports that families from which terrorists emerge receive great respect in the society. politically active families socialized their boys at a young age hence giving them the motivation to engage in terrorist activities. Both secular and Islamist terrorists have deep grievances with the Israelis who they say have displaced them from their land, killed their innocent civilians and imposed their ways on them. The article notes that the main influence for the terrorists is their social environment. Peer pressure of everyone joining alongside the benefits of joining encouraged many to join. The process of recruitment is predominantly casual but there are other official ways of joining (Post et al. 2003). 
The most noteworthy results of the article were the justification of taking pride in killing many innocent people and the characterization of suicide attacks as holy martyrdom. One respondent said they would be proud and non-remorseful even if they killed 200,000 people. How someone takes pride in killing so many people is very startling. There can be no logical justification in taking away such a huge number of lives. What is even more outstanding is claiming that a suicide attacker is a martyr. Taking one’s own life for a goal that they will not be alive to enjoy is not reasonable (Post et al. 2003).


[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 2: The Self & Self-Concept
The quest for significance is a major motivating factor for engagement in terrorist activities. Terrorists are motivated by their desire to count in the society and be some recognizable individual that will be remembered for a long time. Terrorists come from societies that value involvement in fighting for the domination of their religion and their people. they seek to establish their part in society by giving meaning to their life within the society that they live. The article also provides ideas that can counter-terrorism. The authors believe that by giving terrorist alternative ways of gaining importance and survival for themselves and their families, they can leave terrorism (Kruglanki et al., 2013).
One terrorist in the Post Interview said, “perpetrators of armed attacks were seen as heroes, their families got a great deal of assistance, including the construction of new homes to replace those destroyed by the Israeli authorities…” (Post et al., 2003, p. 117).
Statements like these reveal the underlying quest for significance in the society that most terrorists seek. After devastation by Israeli forces, communities seek defense and revenge. This makes them to become heroes should they enlist in terrorist organizations and fight for their community. The financial incentive that is associated with this fight also motivates them. Quest for significance makes even those who die in the fight heroes. Their families are treated with more recognition and respect. Terrorists therefore want to enlist and fight in the war. Their families will be tolerant because they believe they will be rewarded even if their sons die in the war. This is evidence of the model of self-love proposed by Kruglanki et al. (2013).


Part 3: Culture & Social Identity
There are five basic concepts of structural symbolic interactionism including; symbols, the definition of the situation, roles, socialization and role-taking, and the self (Arena, & Arrigo, 2005).
Symbol
A symbol consists of physical matter that can offer reference, designation or action. In terrorism, a symbol may represent a target like an office complex.
Definition of situation
This is the process of defining the symbols to give them meaning. This can also be described as how a situation is given meaning by a group of people.
Roles
Roles are ways in which people are connected in the society. Roles once adopted, attract certain values and obligations. Terrorists take roles within their organizations. 
Socialization and Role-taking
This is how people embrace symbol interpretation, situation definition, and role components they agree to.
The emergence of the self
Self is finally got through the identity theory. People establish themselves by giving meaning to their interactions and social compass. 
How the society defines ideas, and symbols might make a person to join a terrorist group. For instance, when Islamists define western ideology as unacceptable or evil, they are more likely to oppose it and attempt to obliterate it. If they find terrorists as the means to achieve these goals, they would pursue them at all costs (Arena, & Arrigo, 2005).
In the words of one of the interviewed terrorists, “major action becomes the subject of sermons in the mosque and glorifying the attack and the attackers” (Post et al., 2003, p. 118). The Islamic religious system glorifies terrorism and terrorists by defining it as evil and bad for their people. this makes such incidences however gruesome acceptable to the society. The symbols of western culture are vilified and described as the source of suffering in Islamic communities. This increases anger and resentment among the people prompting them to take roles and act in to defend their way of life. 
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